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I. INTRODUCTION
Illicit drug trafficking is simply known as selling, transporting or importing as such, and it is internationally involving many types of people from growers, producers, suppliers as well as dealers. Such drug destroys emotional, physical of the consumers, meaning inside and outside of the consumers have been weaken then destructed.[footnoteRef:1] Those illicit drugs includes methamphetamine, ketamine, nimetazepam, ecstasy MDMA and heroin.[footnoteRef:2] The large amounts of illicit drug production such as heroin are also smuggled throughout the Golden Triangle (a popular tourist destination, the area where the borders of Lao, Myanmar, and Thailand meet at the Mekong and Ruak rivers). Further, Illicit drug trafficking involves many crimes such as trade weapon, money laundering, terrorism, political issues…ect. [footnoteRef:3] Addition, Golden Triangle is responsible for more than two third (2/3) of opium poppy production of the world such as heroin, illegal drug trade, and other synthetic opioids.[footnoteRef:4] Further, drug resource such as opium poppy, cocaine, and cannabis are prohibited to cultivate locally or imported across borders.[footnoteRef:5] Also, resource of drug here can be produced from a kind of yellow vine timber (local name is Mreas Prov, can be found a lot along Khmer and Thai border); not many people are aware of advantage and disadvantage of such plant while it can process into safrole oil then many finished products like ecstasy and MDMA.[footnoteRef:6]  [1:  Gateway Foundation, effect of drug abuse and addiction,]  [2:  Ibid2,]  [3:  Civilization has changed several times during history, now, it referred to the high level of cultural and technology development of human society, study.com (what is civilization).  ]  [4:  Khun Sa - Opium warlord 1994, journeyman pictures, published 24 Feb 2011]  [5:  Law on Drug Control, Article2.]  [6:  Southeastasiaglobe, yellow vine – the secret garden, Daniel Otis, 9 May 2014.] 

In Cambodia, drug trafficking is still a major issue and complicated one to be resolved. Most distributors, dealers, sellers and users here include youths, women, and other vulnerable people. Unfortunately, for our young generation, which they are being used or being abused by criminals as well as on their intention. In the meantime, drug control policies and strategic plans were released by Ministry of Interior.[footnoteRef:7] Many night clubs and high standard Karaoke places in the city and along the provinces, have been ordered to close during the drug abolition mission by the local authority crackdown. However, the resolution as well as mechanism is fragile, the number of illicit drug trafficking offenses remain going upward.  [7:  Mr. Kheng, Interior Minister, urged authorities to work harder to crack down on drug crimes at the Cambodia-Laos border and prevent drugs from entering the Kingdom. foreigners involved in drug offences came from 24 different countries including Vietnam, China, France, Australia, Colombia, Nigeria, Russia, the US, Japan, Indonesia, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore, Slovenia, Taiwan and England. Above unsolved problem have been occurred because of Foreign drug traffickers don’t fear Cambodian laws: Interior Minister, Mr. Sar Kheng.
] 

This paper is going to analyze some root causes and impacts occurring from illicit drug trafficking in Cambodia, and then provide some possible solutions or recommendations for people to be more careful and avoid of some issues may be happen in society and effect the family.





























II. ROOT CAUSE:
Many reasons make people nowadays decide to use and sell drug or even dealing with it by chances because of poverty, low drug knowledge, and limited implementation of law and officials during performance of their duty.
a. Poverty
People who live in low-income communities often face different types of challenges such as shortage of food, clean water, and electricity and infrastructure, also, lack of proper education, morality and social welfare. Along with the lack of basic humanitarian needs is the instability of life and income. All of these factors come together into the complex relationship between drug trafficking and poverty.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  The link between drug trafficking and the poverty, https://borgenproject.org/drug-trafficking-and-poverty/] 

A study by Joshua Okundaye, Drug trafficking and addiction among low-income urban youths, an ecological perspective, provides an analysis of drug use, drug trafficking and drug addiction among low-income youths living in urban areas.[footnoteRef:9] It demonstrates the way that people living in poverty can be more vulnerable to drug-related situations because of the interactions within the microsystems and mesosystems they live in.[footnoteRef:10] [9:  Ibid8.]  [10:  Ibid8. 
Microsystems refer to “the family, the classroom, the neighborhood, the community center and the playground”. Mesosystems are the “interrelationships between two or more of the microsystems.] 

Another reason why more people are poor, and a big gap between rich and poor?
In the situation of Cambodia, most people are poor; 80% of all population resides at rural area; about 44% of population are farmers or engaged rice agriculture directly;[footnoteRef:11] in this country, rich people are very rich and they own land many place; the poor one has no money to buy house or land. [11:  Cambodia Agriculture Sector, 27 April 2019.] 

The poor sell land to rich people and some move to live in the city for working while the rich one own land and house many places to sell and earn more by chances or opportunity. With this regards, those poor becomes poorer and the rich becomes richer. Space between the poor and the rich are very far different in Cambodia. 



b. Illicit Drug Management

Is Law on Drugs Control effective?
Will death Penalty be effective for Drug Trafficking offence?
Since 1996, Cambodia’s anti-drug law was adopted. Dealing with drug addiction requires medical professionals; law enforcement alone won’t be the solution. Anyway, foreign drug traffickers did not fear Cambodia Law.[footnoteRef:12] So the drug traffickers come to operate their business in Cambodia because they were gun down in other countries like Philippine, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore. [footnoteRef:13] [12:  https://www.phnompenhpost.com/post-weekend/drug-crackdown-pushes-courts-and-prisons-breaking-point]  [13:  Interior Minister Sar Kheng on Monday said that Cambodians are becoming increasingly exposed to drugs because foreign syndicates are taking advantage of the fact that the Kingdom does not have a death penalty for trafficking.] 


As mentioned above, the poverty concern drug trafficking, but some rich people also prefer easy work because of their mindset and it concerns social situation and justice and fairness in one country, so drug trafficking can be more or less upon drug management and action taken by officials and local authority. 

Moreover, low education people are the victim because of some sub-national and national officials prevent drug traffickers from punishment.[footnoteRef:14] In some cases, policemen and courts try to help guilty persons and release them without taking enough afford to find truth or evident.[footnoteRef:15] [14:  Cambodia Daily News, New Penalties for convicted drug dealers. ]  [15:  David Harding, an independent drug expert said “The judicial system in Cambodia currently doesn’t have sufficient capacity to manage criminal procedure under normal circumstances,” he said. “This initiative is likely to … put even more pressure on the system.”] 

Some cases, which is related to or make bad effect on powerful people or bad investors, also could not be solved fairly. All these unfair trial and unbelievable judge due to working under pressure from some people or high ranking officers, and by the way, they give priority to their need of money.[footnoteRef:16]  [16:  Capital’s police judiciary prison.] 


Law enforcement will only go after drug users and small-scale dealers, and the new initiative seems to be “no exception, which means it will have no impact on drug supply, even in the medium term”.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Ibid13.] 


c. Low Drug Knowledge 
Community knowledge on drug is very important and plays crucial part to stop drug trafficki-
ng because youth education can be gained from family, school and people around or society.
Low drug education can lead drug using, dealing and trading. Youths are encouraged to use drug easily or they sometime fall in trap of bad friends or bad people. In some cases, family needs to spend money to avoid of their children to go to the jail after catching at the scene.

By the way, another reason parents do that because the Cambodian police force is known to inappropriately use violence in certain cases. The misuse of ferocity has raised concerns from the Human Rights Watch.[footnoteRef:18] Phnom Penh’s largest jail currently holds 9,500 prisoners – more than four times its maximum capacity.[footnoteRef:19]   [18:  Human Rights Watch. February 1, 2013.]  [19:  Asia Time, 13 May 2020, https://asiatimes.com/2020/05/cambodias-packed-jails-show-drug-fight-failure/] 


The failure of reducing drug trafficking and drug-related corruption led to serious and systematic human rights violations.[footnoteRef:20] The worth is that some youth fall in drug trap without any notice or without intention while they were catching or charging in place. After primary report are questioned by police, they will be sent to the overcrowding prison and kept in unacceptable environment before sending to the court, so some of youth’s parents by forced or not, they must force themselves to pay amount of money for authorities to free their children as possibility.[footnoteRef:21] [20:  Human Right Watch, Drug law passed as critic cry foul. Phnom Penh Post, Publication date 13 December 1996 | 07:00 ICT]  [21:  The new 78-page report, Substance abuses: The human cost of Cambodia’s anti-drug campaign, documents how the authorities prey on poor and marginalized people, arbitrarily carry out arrests, routinely subject suspects to torture and other forms of ill-treatment, and dispatch those who can’t buy their freedom to severely overcrowded prisons and pseudo “rehabilitation centres” in which detainees are denied healthcare and are subjected to severe abuse.] 


Hence, early childhood drug education is key factors to the reduction of illicit drugs. As long as illegal drugs still exist and use widely among Cambodian youth, future of them and the nation will be uncertain; and in the future they could not compete with other youths in the region because Government policy of Asian Integration have been proceeding. As a result, Good Governance Plan will be hard to reach the goal in 2030 to be upper-middle income country and to be developed country in 2050 as set in strategic plan.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Sustainable development goal, Rectangular Strategy, Phase 4, sixth legislature, September 2018.] 


d. Implementation of Law and Officials’ Activities
Officials’ work or action taken on illicit drug is concerned low salary, corruption and their willingness whether they want to stop the crime or not. [footnoteRef:23] [23:  The case of 38-year-old Sopheap shows the arbitrary nature of the campaign. She started using methamphetamine occasionally in early 2017. Six months later, in October 2017, she was arrested in a drugs raid along with her two 16- and 17-year old neighbors. “There were no more drugs left when the police came, only a bottle, a lighter and other paraphernalia lying around,” she explained. “They said they would send us to a rehabilitation center… but they actually sent us to the court, and then to the prison.” ] 

Interpol assists national, regional and international law enforcement bodies to counter the illicit production, trafficking and abuse of drugs in many ways such as: Global operations against drug trafficking and assistance to ongoing investigations; Criminal analysis of intelligence on drug trafficking routes, modus operandi and the criminal networks involved; and Comprehensive training for police worldwide to better tackle drug trafficking.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  https://www.interpol.int/Crimes/Drug-trafficking/Our-role-to-fight-drug-trafficking] 

Cambodia’s War On Drugs is an unmitigated disaster – it rests upon systematic human rights abuses and has created a bounty of opportunities for corrupt and poorly-paid officials in the justice system, while doing nothing for public health and safety.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Amnesty International, war on drug, Nicholas Bequelin, Regional Director, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/05/cambodia-abusive-war-drugs-torture-corruption-must-overhauled/] 


Policies and strategic plans set by ruling party; current legislature related to next legislature in term of action plan and strategy and it is just promissory of Governments to win the following polls; in case of officials missed to fulfill their missions after winning the election; there will be no law against their fault.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  National Policy – Cambodia National Budget (NSDP), The N.G.O. Furum of Cambodia, Cambodiabudget.org.] 


As we have known, education and sustainable development are main parts of Good Governance Practice of sixth legislature (2018-2023).[footnoteRef:27] If there is no good juridical system (no transparency), suitable working system and good administration in place, officials would concern corruption and drug trade. This interfere some development and education growth among students, communities, and nationwide.[footnoteRef:28] [27:  Rectangular Strategy Phase IV.]  [28:  Ministry of Education, strategic plan in local government.] 


For instance, children who live in low educated family and divorced family are easy to get impact from drug crimes while they go far away or no good relation with parents. Because of lack of kid encouragement and monitoring from family, no paying attention from school, and lack of social affair, those children may have communication with drug addicted friends, give up school easily and become drug consumers by chance in the future.[footnoteRef:29]  [29:  Cambodia’s packed jail ‘show drug fight failure’,13 May 2020.] 


This is because of ineffective policy and no transparency in the working system of Government. Spreading drug consuming among students, jobless and homeless teenagers are not hard to eliminate when we add impact of using drugs in school curriculum since primary school and if there are clear instruction from duty police officers to crack down on drug nationwide. [footnoteRef:30] [30:  Supra note28.] 


Normally, most good educated youth can avoid of using drug because they understand the bad impact of drugs, receive enough attention from their family and have their dream in life. Also, once they have good family, good social environment, good education system, good ethical attitude, no systematic corruptions, they will become a good human capital in society and able to challenge with other youth worldwide.[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Education and its role in Cambodia-corruption-less P.D.P. spent on education, Phnom Penh Post, Publication date 22 June 2012.] 


III. IMPACT ON PEOPLE AND SOCIETY 
a. Commercial Aspect - Decline of Traders and Investors
Drug trafficking and drug-related corruption leads to lower economic growth and lose of good investors and traders because of bad country reputation. The relationship between psychotropic or "mind/mood altering" drugs and sustainable development is rooted in the contribution that the legal and illegal drug trade makes to a set of barriers to development, including, interpersonal crime and community violence, the corruption of public servants, the emergence of new or enhanced health problems, low worker productivity, the ensnarement of youth in drug distribution and away from productive education or employment, the skewing of economies to drug production and money laundering. [footnoteRef:32] [32:  Research gate,  rug and Development, The global impact of drug use, January 2009] 


b. Human Rights - Fundamental Right Violation
Human Right Violation: Fundamental rights are abused, as you may know, especially, the rights to life and education.[footnoteRef:33] Many innocence people were killed but perpetrators could not find justice for them in time because the case was delay too long and not proceed according to the law.[footnoteRef:34] Hence, it shows that fundamental rights of the victims have been abused; family members live in injustice society to see their relative die without clear reason.[footnoteRef:35] [33:  Cambodia, Amnesty International, War on drug, Inhumane detention conditions, 13 May 2020, 00:45 UTC]  [34:  Court of the First Instant, Case 1323, drug dealer and consumer happened since March 2018 but judge just hear in 2019. ]  [35:  Cambodia Supreme Court tested by Labor Leader’s Murder Case, Lack of Justice Leaves Unionists in Fear for Their Lives, 28 December 2008, 12:01AM, EST, https://www.hrw.org/news/2008/12/28/cambodia-supreme-court-tested-labor-leaders-murder-case.] 


Relatives of the victim and audience know about such issue in courts but they don’t have brave enough to express their feeling or appeal some cases. Rights of expression and political right are most important right to show one country’s freedom of speaking condition. It is also a mirror of country’s policy and juridical system. It means when people in one country understand deeply about policy and like policy as their life, means this country has a lot of people are aware of human right – they don’t fear to speak out what is right and wrong, so they hardly fall in any persuasion of politicians. In contrast, if they are afraid of using their right and express their opinion, their future and freedom are under monitoring of politicians or powerful people then their rights are just a piece of statement.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  Chhut Vuthy case, Environmental activist, shoot death, ADHOC-Cambodia, 26 April 2012.] 

c. Communities’ Trust
The internet has become the most widely used source of information about illicit drugs and their use.[footnoteRef:37] The victims can be the nonsense dealers or users, so this lead to the loss of Communities’ trust. Also, because of ineffectiveness of law enforcement and corruption; sine people are not afraid of using and selling it, so this can allow more drugs consuming among communities and trading among communities and internationally. The rehabilitation places are not worked up to standard or fulfill what the youth or drug adductors should have to recover from their addiction and to have a better life later on.[footnoteRef:38] [37:  UIO, Drugs and Community on the Internet - A Study of Drug Trends, Risk Management and Trust in Online Drug Communities, https://www.duo.uio.no/handle/10852/69513.]  [38:  Amnesty International, war on drug, Nicholas Bequelin, Regional Director, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/05/cambodia-abusive-war-drugs-torture-corruption-must-overhauled/] 


d. Money Laundering 
Small drug trafficking concerns the flow of money which is transferred from one place to another place locally, so illegal money of selling drug can be transformed into legal money when drug sellers use it to buy land house or other things. The trade in illicit drugs is estimated to be worth $400 billion a year, or 8% of all international trade. In order to invest the profits of their illicit activities and avoid having their assets seized by the government, drug traffickers must transform the monetary proceeds from their criminal activity into revenue from apparently legal sources. This is known as money laundering. [footnoteRef:39] [39:  Institute for Policy Study, Drug trafficking & Money laundering.] 


This issue cause big trouble to big industries including small and medium enterprise, bank industry, traders, terrorism, war crimes, etc. It means foreign investors do not have confident to put their capital in Cambodia if it concerned about the laundering of money in high level. Money laundering can be generated from clandestine illicit drugs;[footnoteRef:40] Law on Anti-Money Laundering’s (LAML), Law on Drug Control (LDC), and with corporation from NBC − National Bank of Cambodia [controller of legality of other Banks and Micro Financial Institutes] play very important part to reduce dirty money in the country, but we missed to enforce law in practice and make Cambodia a wonderful place for laundering money instead.[footnoteRef:41]  [40:  Law on Drugs Control, Chapter VI, 1996. ]  [41:  LAML and Combating Terrorism Financing, AMLCTF, 30 April 2017.] 


IV- CONCLUSIN AND RECOMMENDATION

a. Conclusion:
Illicit drug trafficking is universal issues. Cambodia is one of many countries where foreign drug traffickers use it as a transit place to transfer drug to other countries.
Small or local drug traffickers among youth did not affect much and can be controlled by  law as long as staffs on duty follow the procedure, training, professional skills (Criminal analysis), and cooperation from authority and communities.
Only big drug traders are complicated and hard to stop them from trading because it involves many other parties including domestic and international dealers. 


b. Recommendation
Since the rehabilitation centers are short because of actions taken during drug crack down too 
many cases all over the country, court need to imprison perpetrators only for serious cases; 
the rest of them just go for treatment at centers.  

Courts should be elected by citizen to have a better juridical system in place. Legal related staffs must work by heart and practice and amend the law effectively based on benefit of citizen to avoid of unfair and injustice occurred as shown everywhere in other news and international communication technology. Otherwise, any judicial reform means useless, and people still not trust on law. 

Cambodia forbids death penalty. However, releasing imprisoned persons of drug trafficking should be prohibited even if in any special circumstance. Certain punishment must be done for officials partially for who related to drugs crimes. 

Since drug trafficking was spread all over the nation and the globe. However, to prevent or stop it from any act, we must start with two levels; one is Domestic prevention and second is International Prevention.

Domestic prevention
According to article 40 of Law on Drug Control in Cambodia, drug trafficking will be punished one to five years only in prison. This considered less harsh penalty compare to countries like China and Vietnam adopted death penalty for drugs trafficking. To enforce the law more affective, it shall be amended the law on this article to be more level such as one life in prison for narcotic drugs cultivator, processors until producers in range. It is not necessary to calculate how much substance then fine convict accordingly since it causes consumers addict more or less. It wasted time and money. Let’s put it in simple when there have no sellers, there will have no buyers itself thus no harvesters or producers. This current law is not enough since there is only one month at the minimum for personal consumer and twenty years at the maximum for cultivator or producers. It must be alleged one life sentence equally for all kinds of crimes, especially corrupted officials, except for the victims or consumers. 

To strengthen this law, the officials should be punishment the same as the dealer or mores in case of they involved in any drugs crime or use narcotic drugs for any purpose. This heavy punishment shall be more attention for officials’ behavior in charge. Moreover, the death penalty is considered as the violation of fundament right alongside with the universal declaration of Human right, therefore, we try to avoid of having such law to punish in death punishment. 

The drug crimes’ penalty is not really need to apply to the death penalty like it uses in China and Vietnam. However, even it has the death penalty on such drug crime, the crime itself is still existed and no any researching proofs any reduction of drug crimes concerned death penalty. Therefore, to increasing the minimum and maximum punishment on drug crime shall be amended. The Drug trafficking issue must be solved and take affective.
Whatever the punishment work recently, drug education must be done from early education, youth until elder people. Sometimes, Parents find it hard to get info to educate their children because of less attention on its impacts from public servant rather than their benefit.

Rehabilitation information and its effectiveness is very important for communities to help children to recover from addition, so government should install more required facilities, multi-technical skills and non-technical skills upon prisoners ‘ability then this will be a best social welfare ever for parents and youths at the moment.

International Prevention 
Our government has been working very hard to stop drug trafficking across boarder. High ranking officer play crucial part to do this because under nation officials and local authority listen to their boss, as long as the willingness of high officers is good, the lower staffs will find it hard to commit inappropriate acts.
Local officials and government may need to gain tax income from foreign investors, so by willing or not, they may decide to have many casinos in Cambodia. Hence, such gambling sectors is legal in the country and lead to increasing many related crime like money laundering, drug trafficking, human trafficking and so on. Since Cambodia has many potential sectors to develop and have chance to gain much more GDP, we should not prefer more income from Casino but Modern Tourism, Agriculture and Agro-industry.
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